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2015 will go down as a very bad year for wildfires, but as
it turns out a very good year for fire lookouts.  The first hint of a
renewed interest in fire lookouts came in March when I shared
with the Chapter Directors a very nice news story on
Sacramento television about the role of lookouts in early
detection including a great interview with a uniformed CalFire
representative saying that with all the cell phone reports of
smoke the agency receives, it is hard to locate the fire because
most people are not sure where the smoke originates.   She
went on to say: “We then contact our lookouts to pinpoint the
fire.”  As you can imagine, I was very pleased to hear that.

As the fire season developed, I heard two newscasts that
credited the first report of a wildfire incident to a named lookout.
Some of you sent in news stories and interviews in which you
had participated.  There was considerable chatter on the web
about lookouts.  There were more calls from the media to my
office than any time in recent memory.  From my perspective
here, the more, the better.

A third very good sign is the many local stories about
beloved fire tower and worries about their future that appeared
this year.  One of these in The Ledger in Lakeland, Florida ran
two pages describing the several fire towers located in Polk
County (midway between Tampa and Orlando) and how they
have been coming down, one by one, as the forested landscape
evolved into shopping centers and subdivisions.  One of them,
a typical steel tower with 7’x7’ cab and at 120’ one of the tallest
in the state, is in the Green Swamp, a very diverse watershed
publicly owned by a water management district.  Now only
occasionally used for detection, but recognized for its public
value as a visible symbol of forest conservation, the Florida
Forest Service restored its steps and landings in 1990.  The
author of the story did a good job of interviewing and putting
on record folks at several levels with responsibility for the
lookout’s future. They were all in favor of maintaining the site,
even partnering with FFLA and other groups to staff and conduct
public tours of the facility, provided the legislature makes money
available for long term maintenance.

The “money provision” is a disclaimer we hear often.  It is
important that we as advocates of fire lookouts not be put off
by it.  It is an easy trump card similar to “fear of liability”, which
is in experience not based on available facts.

The local author of that Green Swamp fire tower has
another ace up her sleeve.  She is also the legislative editor of
the newspaper and understands the importance of watching
appropriations as they move through the Legislature.  As an
FFLA member, she has taken it upon herself to congratulate
those in support of projects for historic preservation, and to
reach out to those who don’t.  As a conservation writer in a

state where environmental issues are important, she also has
a following among editors of similar smaller-scale newspapers.

For those of you who traveled United Air Lines this
summer, you might have noticed a story
featuring FFLA’s Leif Haugen, describing his life
at a remote lookout in northwest Montana.  It is
a good one.  Does the artwork of Leif reveal
what the Madison Avenue folks in New York
City think we all must look like?  Could be worse!

Once again, the California-Sierra/Nevada Chapter hosted
a great summer meeting.  Originally planned for Grant Grove
in Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Park, the approaching
Rough Fire (which also caused the wrapping of Buck Rock
Lookout) caused the meeting to be moved south to the Kernville
Ranger Station at the last minute, a transition they accomplished
without a hitch.  In addition to great lookout visits, Director Chris
Fabbro showed “The Lookout,” a short documentary film by
Brian Bolster that was featured in six film festivals in 2012.
Following the viewing, Chris set up a live Skype interview with
Bolster in his New York studio. That was very interesting and
another FFLA first.

The summer meeting was Chris’s last duty as chapter
director.  He is now the volunteer coordinator for the Angeles
National Forest in southern California and of course will be
working with Southern California Chapter co-directors Pam and
George Morey and their Angeles National Forest Fire Lookout
Association and Southern California Mountains Foundation
organizations.  We welcome Bill Luedeke of the San Diego-
Riverside Local Chapter as the new California-Sierra/Nevada
Chapter Director.  He is a colleague of Bill Ulmer, the Director
of the California-Pacific Chapter who this summer organized a
local chapter and trained 30 observers who will be eligible to
staff the Mount Konocti Lookout overlooking Clear Lake, near
the devastating Valley Fire that burned more than 1000 homes
in Middletown in September.

Again, a very good year for FFLA, both in the media and
“On The Lookout.”                                          Keith A. Argow

     CEO/Chairman of the Board
argow@cs.net
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George and Pam Morey as a Red Mountain Volunteer on the
San Bernardino National Forest in 2007 before starting to
devote the majority of his time to High Point Lookout in 2009.
He presently is the Assistant Tower Leader for High Point and
Chapter Historian for the San Diego-Riverside local chapter.
Bill is a US Army veteran, having served 24 years both in active
and reserve roles, with his last assignment during the first Gulf
War.  He also worked 37 years with the Automobile Club of
Southern California in the Claims area.

Wyoming Director Vacancy
Buddy Washington submitted his resignation from the

positions of Wyoming Chapter Director and Big Horn Local
Chapter Leader effective October 31.  Over the past two years,
he has struggled with health problems that have consumed
his time and energy.  He felt it was best to step down from the
positions, since he  could no longer maintain the stamina and
devote the time he felt necessary to fulfill the duties.  Buddy
remains committed to support the FFLA as his health allows.

Directory Updates
Western Washington Director Forrest Clark has a new

email address: woodmanfor@gmail.com.
Northern California Director Vickie Lamoureux has a new

mailing address: PO Box 993802, Redding CA 96099.
Florida Director Bob Spear changed to a new land-line

provider, so has a new home number: (386) 313-5461.  He is
also using a new email address: HistoryTower@gmail.com.

Youth Outreach Coordinator Samsara Chapman initially
retained her name after her marriage, but has now gone ahead
and made the change to Sam Duffey.

FFLA Facebook Update
The FFLA Facebook page has now passed the 1500 mark

of “likes”!  It is a great way to share lookout, project, or event
information, ideas or questions, or links to online items and
sites, and may reach unaware non-FFLA members.  If anyone
not on Facebook would like to have something posted, contact
one of the FFLA Facebook page administrators:
mtnlace@gmail.com, kmstetler@gmail.com, or
nickw@idahovandals.com

Several chapters have their own Facebook pages to help
draw local interest.  The Maine chapter has the largest following
with over 2200 “likes.  Colorado/Utah is near 1000 and Oregon
with around 900.  Pennsylvania also has a strong following
with over 750 and NW Montana is nearing 700.  Other chapter
pages include North Carolina, Tennessee, Yosemite-High
Sierra, and San Diego-Riverside.

Youth Outreach Lesson Plans
Youth Outreach Coordinator Sam Duffey would like to put

together a portfolio of lesson plans for K-12 that will be publicly
available through the FFLA website and is asking for help writing
some. If you are an educator and have idea, write it up!  Send
it to Sam and she will fit it into a common format.  If possible,
please have adaptation options for different age groups. Your
name (and title) will be attached to the lesson.  If you are a
parent or work with youth and have an idea that you think would
attract kids, suggest it!  If you have a friend who would like to
work something up, please forward this on to them.  If you
would like to help review submissions, let Sam know.

She would like to get this done during this coming spring;
please send submissions by February 28 to Samsara Duffey,
PO Box 1698, West Yellowstone, MT 59758, or email
mtnlace@gmail.com.

FFLA NEWS
January Board Meeting

The 2016 FFLA Board of Directors Meeting will be held
January 16 with the conference call format.  The physical
location for the meeting is planned to be the Talladega Ranger
District office at 1001 North Street (Highway 21 North) in
Talladega, Alabama.  Call-in time and number will be
communicated to directors and officers by Chairman Argow.

Nominations for 2016 Election
The Board of Directors will hold elections for three Officer

positions on January 16, 2016.   The positions (two year terms)
are: Chairman, Eastern Deputy Chair, and Treasurer.

Ballots sent out by Elections Officer Rob Hoeye will reflect
nominees (all incumbents) Keith Argow (Chairman), Mark
Haughwout (Eastern Deputy Chairman), and Gary Weber
(Treasurer).  Write-ins will be considered for all positions.  Any
FFLA member in good standing may be nominated or written
in, but only FFLA directors and officers are eligible to vote.

Western Conference Board Meeting Notes
A short board meeting was held Friday, September 18,

as part of the Western Conference in Kernville, CA.  Eight board
members were present as well as two members.  After the
approval of previous minutes and presentation of reports,
updates were given on recent media activity.  Chris Fabbro
gave a rundown of conference activities and events scheduled
for the weekend.  He also announced his resignation effective
at the end of the conference.  Other directors gave brief reports
of activities since the January board meeting.  Chairman Argow
made several announcements, including that the FFLA had
finally obtained liability insurance.  He also noted that the FFLA
had received $1,300 from the Steve Cummings estate.  The
Oregon Chapter’s offer to host the 2016 conference in John
Day next June was accepted; a tentative offer to host the 2017
event has been made by Colorado/Utah Director Kent Argow.

Liability Insurance At Last!
After several years of failing to convince insurance

underwriters that the FFLA is not a group of climbers hanging
off towers (as communication technicians might be), liability
insurance has finally been obtained!  The policy with United
Specialty Insurance Company will now provide the basic
coverage that without, had hindered many potential activities
and resulted in several conference organizers having to
purchase event insurance.

2016 Western Conference
Planning is underway for the 2016 FFLA Western

Regional Conference, tentatively to be held in John Day,
Oregon, June 10-12.  The June date was selected so more
lookout staffers could attend, as most in Oregon are unable to
leave their lookouts in September.  September conferences
have also run into complications of fire activity.    There are 25
lookouts within an hour and a half drive to potentially visit; even
with a late snowmelt, there should be several accessible low-
elevation lookouts.  More information will be in the next issue.

Leadership Updates
New California -Sierra/Nevada Director

After Chris Fabbro resigned following hosting the Western
Conference, Bill Luedeke was appointed as the new California-
Sierra/Nevada chapter director.   Bill is a very active member
of the San Diego-Riverside local chapter.  He started under



4  LOOKOUT NETWORK                                                                                                                                                    Late Autumn 2015

Plans were well underway for the
Western Conference to be held at Grant
Grove in Kings Canyon National Park
when Mother Nature intervened, by way
of the lightning-caused Rough Fire that
started from a July 31 lightning strike and
eventually burned over 150,000 acres.  As
late as August 23, predictions were that it
was unlikely that the fire would impact
Grant Grove, although both Buck Rock
and Delilah lookouts were evacuated and
wrapped and much of the district was
closed to public access.  But, conference
organizers Chris Fabbro and Kathy Allison
were looking at other possibilities and
wondering about a trigger point for pulling
the plug on the conference or the sanity
of moving it to another location.

By September 1, fire conditions had
not improved, Grant Grove was only open
for day trips due to hazardous air quality,
the fire was still burning unchecked in
most areas, and it had become time to
make the call that Grant Grove was going
to be a no-go.  The next day, the decision
was made to make the move to Kernville,
with a slightly scaled back agenda.

Even with the move and several
cancellations from registrants unable to
accommodate the change, 44 people
registered at the new location, the
Sequoia NF’s Kernville Ranger Station.

Several attendees arrived on
Thursday; on Friday two groups toured
lookouts on the south end of the forest
that were not on the conference tour
schedule.  One group left Kernville in the
morning and headed to Oak Flat Lookout
(below), the forest’s one rental lookout,
before winding their way back to

 FFLA Western Conference
September 18-20, Kernville, California

Breckenridge Lookout (above) where they
were welcomed by lookout Lorie Griswold,
who told them that the other group had
already come and gone.  Baker Point was
visited by one other individual that day.

Registration opened at the ranger
station at 5 p.m., but soon moved to the
no-host dinner site at the Kern River
Brewing Company.  At 8:30, a short board
meeting was held at the ranger station.

Saturday began with continental
breakfast and registration continuing at

the ranger station.  The session began at
9:00 with orientation for the weekend from
Chris and Kathy, comments from
Chairman Argow, and a welcome from
Kern River District Ranger Al Watson.
Next was the showing of the short film,
The Lookout, followed by a teleconference
with film director Brian Bolster that proved
to be very interesting.

A brainstorming discussion bought
out talking points for Fire Lookout Uses
and for Protecting Their Use.  This was
followed by breakout sessions discussing
Lookout Restorations and Long Term
Volunteer Management.

After lunch, Bald Mountain Lookout
was the destination, where lookout Tom
Heidtman welcomed the group.

After the group photo at Bald
Mountain, everyone returned to Kernville
for the wine and cheese social at
Riverside Park, provided by Augie and
Joyce Pando, before the 7:00 dinner back
at the ranger station.  After dinner
entertainment of cowboy poetry and music
took place as the silent auction was
closing, with over $650 taken in for local
projects.
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The Fire Lookout Museum in
Spokane was the site for this year's
Northwest Summer Social.  The popular
event was started two years ago as a fun
opportunity to get together for members
in the Northwest who would be unable to
travel to the annual western conference
when it is held in other parts of the west.

Hosts Ray and Rita Kresek opened
their backyard museum grounds for those
wishing to camp on-site and to be the
"base camp" for the informal gathering.
Friday and Saturday were "open house"
with all files, library, and the entire
museum collection available.  The BBQ
was on for free burgers and brats, and
beer, soft drinks, and chips were out as
people came and went.  Pizza and salad
were provided Saturday evening.  Access
maps for area lookouts, including those
near Priest Lake, Idaho, the Spokane
Indian Reservation, and nearby Lookout
Point for those exploring on their own
Friday or Saturday.

About 40 people enjoyed some or
all of the weekend - many for the duration,
others for a day or two, and a few just for
short visits.  With the only organized
activity being a Sunday tour, several made
day trips Friday and Saturday; Gisborne
and Sundance lookouts at Priest Lake,
Spokane Mountain on the reservation,
and Lookout Point were popular
destinations.

Sunday's tour began with an 8 a.m.
departure to visit the extension of the
museum - Dave Kresek's lookout, the 47-
foot Aermotor tower moved from Long
Mountain, Idaho and re-erected on his
property outside of Spokane in 1998.

The group then met Mount Spokane
State Park Manager Steve Christensen at
the park gate at 10:00 for the VIP tour to
Quartz Mountain Lookout and the Mount
Spokane Vista House Lookout.  Driving
access to Quartz was made available;
normally, even the renters of the popular
lookout are required to hike the 2.25-mile

 FFLA Northwest Summer Social
July 10-12, Spokane, Washington

road from the gate.  Christensen relayed
the details of how the lookout, formerly
on a 40-foot tower on the summit of Mount
Spokane, had been decommissioned by
the Washington DNR and relocated by the
Park to its current site atop a 10-foot
tower.  The popular rental generally books
solid for the entire season.

At the Vista House, short work was
made of Saturday night's leftover pizza
before the group scattered to end another
enjoyable Northwest Summer Social.

Summer Social group at Dave’s Lookout
(Eric Willhite photo)

After Sunday morning’s continental
breakfast and cleanup at the ranger
station, groups headed out for the day’s
touring.  The destination for most was
going to be Jordan Peak, although several
stopped at the Trail of 100 Giants, a grove
of Giant Sequoia trees.  The 3/4-mile hike
to Mule Peak Lookout (below) was
exercise for a few; others were going to
check out the vista from Dome Rock.

While a few took the 4-wheel-drive
ride, most made the 3/4-mile hike to
Jordan Peak Lookout (below) where they
were welcomed by Margee Kelly (who had
been at the rest of the conference).

From Jordan, some ventured
toward home, others directly back to
Kernville, and two carloads of die-hards
visited Tobias Peak Lookout (below) before
making it back to Kernville for dinner and
good-byes.
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Three Lookouts Lost to Fires...
The 2015 fire season was another

to remember, hitting hard in the Northwest
and California after a warm dry winter with
near-record low snowpack levels.  Some
areas of North Idaho had fire activity levels
not seen since 1926.  Fire season started
early with large fires and incident
management team deployments common
by mid-July.  Once again, lookouts were
often in the path of the blazes, which
sometimes ran unchecked for weeks until
Mother Nature provided relief.  Fires
merged, larger fires swallowed up smaller
ones, complexes were formed, changed,
and dissolved, making it hard to track the
names, but the fires were still there.  On
many fires, news of homes lost or
threatened overshadowed news of
lookouts.

While we are unaware of any other
lookouts lost to the 2015 Fire Season,
what follows is likely only a fraction of the
lookouts that were threatened; in several
of these cases, it is obvious that there are
still those within agencies that are placing
value on our historic structures.  In other
cases, the numbers of fires all happening
at the same time, and their rates of
spread, coupled with a lack of resources
and higher priorities involving private
property and safety, limited the options for
providing protection for lookouts.  We'd
like to hope that letting historic structures
burn or be threatened as part of letting
fire play its natural role wasn't a
consideration, but wouldn't bet against it.

Jay Point, ID
After late-July rain showers

tempered fire danger in North-central
Idaho, fire activity returned with a
vengeance after mid-August dry lightning
storms sparked hundreds of new fires.
Several lookouts and other historic
structures on the NezPerce-Clearwater
NF were being threatened; many of them
were wrapped and had protection
measures in place.  Unfortunately, Jay
Point was not one of them, in part due to
logistics.  While one used to be able to

look right up at the lookout from Highway
12, access other than by helicopter was
difficult.  With the emphasis placed on fires
in the lower elevation wildland urban
interface, there was little that could be
done before the Jay Point Fire became
active and overran Jay Point on August
20, destroying the lookout.  Water and
retardant drops were not successful in
saving it.  The abandoned 40-foot L-4,
built in 1955 to replace a 1931 L-4 cab on
a log crib, had not been used for several
decades and at one point before it
became 50 years old, had been on a list
of structures proposed to be removed.

Rocky Point, ID
To the south, on the Payette NF, the

Dillinger Fire in the Frank Church River
of No Return Wilderness started from the
same series of storms and destroyed the
unique Rocky Point Lookout.  The lookout
was a one-of-a-kind log structure

designed and built by the Payette NF in
1937.  The 15' x 15' cabin with dovetailed
corners, was built entirely with hand tools
and logs collected on site.  Inactive since
1945, the windows were removed in the
1960s and the historic lookout abandoned
to the elements.

Spokane Mountain, WA
Eastern Washington was no less

active; multiple large fires were already
burning when the Carpenter Road Fire
started on August 14 on the Spokane
Indian Reservation.  The arson-caused
fire eventually burned nearly 64,000
acres, destroyed 42 structures, and cost
over $20 million to fight.  An August 24
update announced that the historic
Spokane Mountain Lookout had been
destroyed by the fire.  The D-6 cupola
lookout, built in 1934, was the last one to
be built of this 12x12’ cab type, the
standard lookout design of the 1916-1930
era.   After Lige Coalman’s idea of a
cupola-topped lookout was introduced
atop Mount Hood in 1915, nearly 200 of
the D-6 design found their way to the
summits of the Northwest; only a handful
now remain.  Last staffed by the BIA and
Spokane Tribe in 1964, the lookout still
had special meaning to many tribal
members.  Several efforts had been
attempted by the FFLA and tribal
members to restore it as a historical site,
but the stars never lined up to make it
happen.  Several FFLA members had
visited the lookout in July during the
Northwest Summer Social.

Jay Point site after the fire

Jay Point Lookout 1994

Spokane Mountain July 11, 2015
(Dick Gilman photo)

Spokane Mountain 2014 (Bob Pfeifer photo)
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to insure the structural integrity of the
tower.  In addition to its historic
importance, this is still a functioning
lookout tower, important to the fire
detection program on the district.  After
surviving all the fires in the last twelve
years, it must surely be meant to be there!

The list of other threats and close
calls continues on the next page....

Jay Point Remembrances

FFLA member Bill Moore's aunt
Clarine was the Jay Point Lookout during
WWII. (Hank Viche photo - 1942)

FFLA member Evan Tibbott was the
Jay Point Lookout in 1964.  He recalls
being the only lookout on the district to
fight fire that year.  He also recalls F.C.O.
Dave Parsell visiting by helicopter,
although it appears that there was access
by tote-gote, judging from the photo of
Evan at the base of the tower.

... and Two Very Close Calls
While only three lookouts were lost,

there were many, many more threatened,
but two had particularly close calls.

Buck Mountain, WA
Everything within miles around was

charred black by Washington's 133,100-
acre Okanogan Fire Complex after it
burned over the top of Buck Mountain.

Initial indications were that the 20-foot
DNR tower was merely scorched; it seems
a miracle that it did not burn - perhaps a
timely drop from a water-scooping
aircraft?  Photos showed damage to the
tower braces and cross-members and

scorching of a leg.  However, upon
zooming in on the photos, it could be seen
how severe the char is at the base of the
leg and the upper cross arm bolts;
possibly enough to bring the tower down
this winter if repairs were not made.  FFLA
members offered assistance, but the
project is part of a FEMA Grant with the
long term fixes still to be reviewed.  At last
report, Washington DNR was working with
a contractor in early November to beat the

weather and replace the two horizontal
and four cross braces and make a leg
splice to get the lookout through winter;
hopefully this was accomplished.

Indian Hill, ID
For the third time in five years (not

to mention the 2003 Slims Fire), Indian
Hill's 41-foot L-4 tower and 1928 log cabin
were threatened by large fires in the
Selway country of the NezPerce NF.  This
year's brush with the Wash Fire was way
too close!  Cheers were given when the

smoke cleared enough for an August 29th
flight that showed that the tower and cabin
had survived.  But, upon closer inspection,
even though the bottom of the tower had
been wrapped, there was significant
damage to the base of the stairs and the
lower tower crossmembers.  Plans were
underway to make repairs before winter
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More Threats and Close Calls
The total number of other lookouts

evacuated, threatened or wrapped is
unknown, but we are sure that we only
have a small sampling here - and in no
particular order:

Oregon

Dry Soda and Flagtail lookouts had
the first report of the Mason Springs Fire
(Malheur NF) on August 12, which would
merge two days later with the Berry Creek
Fire to become known as The Canyon
Creek Complex.  The fire had Dry Soda
(above) surrounded on August 17th, but
crews were able to scratch a handline
around it and save it.  Two rails on the
pole fence surrounding the site did burn.
Lookout Mike Ware was evacuated and
relocated to Dixie Butte Lookout, only to
be chased off there when the Jerry's Draw
fire threatened the access route.  The
Canyon Creek Complex also came within
1/2 mile of Fall Mountain Lookout, but
several timely retardant drops likely saved
the lookout as well as the radio facilities.

California

The Rough Fire not only altered
FFLA conference plans, but forced the
wrapping of Buck Rock Lookout (above)

on the Sequoia NF, as well as the
evacuation of nearby Delilah and Park
Ridge lookouts.

Bear Basin Butte (above) on the Six
Rivers NF was wrapped and survived the
Bear Fire of the Gasquet Complex.

Ironside Mountain Lookout (above)
was wrapped as a precaution against the
Shasta-Trinity NF’s River Complex.

Idaho

In addition to losing Jay Point and
almost Indian Hill, the NezPerce-
Clearwater NF was busy protecting other
lookouts.  Coolwater Lookout (above) had

turned in the Wash Fire that almost took
out Indian Hill, but after the Slide Fire
started below, had to be wrapped and
evacuated.

Pilot Knob Lookout (above), also on
the NezPerce-Clearwater NF (NCF) was
wrapped and painted with retardant drops
to save it from the Baldy Fire.

Hemlock Butte (above) wasn’t able to
be wrapped, but retardant drops helped
save it from fires that at times were part
of the Motorway Complex, and at other
times the Clearwater-Municipal Complex.
Other fires in the Motorway Complex
caused the wrapping of the log cabin living
quarters at Walde Lookout (below).

Elsewhere on the NezPerce-
Clearwater, Scurvy Mountain Lookout (top
of next column) was wrapped because of
the nearby fire of the same name.

 Musselshell Helitack photo

Betsy Kepes photo

Musselshell Helitack photo

 Chris Lundgren photo
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In addition to losing the historic
Rocky Point structure, the Payette NF had
two lookouts threatened by the Teepee

Springs Fire; the ground cabin at Carey
Dome (above) was wrapped and Hershey
Point (below) appeared to have had a
burnout done below it.

The Grizzly Complex on the Coeur
d’Alene (Idaho Panhandle) NF prompted
wrapping at Little Guard Lookout (below)
and the Spyglass ground house (bottom).

Washington

When the Tower Fire (Kaniksu NF)
began near the unstaffed South Baldy
Lookout during the wee hours of August
12th, lookouts at Priest Lake weren’t sure
that the tower itself hadn’t burned.  It
hadn’t, and didn’t, thanks in part to a
burnout operation by the Baker River
Hotshots (above).  Before it was over, the
fire had burned over 24,000 acres.

Montana
While parts of Montana escaped

major fire activity, the northwest part of
the state was in drought conditions and
saw all the activity they wanted.  On the
Kootenai NF, Marston Lookout (below) was
wrapped because of the Marston Fire.

Elsewhere on the Kootenai, the
Berray Mountain Fire surrounded Berray
Mountain Lookout (below), but thanks to
moderate fire behavior and being on a
good-sized rockpile, the lookout survived.

Glacier National Park saw its share
of fire activity, including the Thompson Fire
that prompted the wrapping of Scalplock
Lookout (below).

Spotted Bear Lookout (below) on the
Flathead NF was situated between the
Bear Creek and Trail Creek fires and was
wrapped in case either came its direction.

Note: Most photos from inciweb or agency
employees credited when known.

Cassie Stagner photo

John Kresek photo

Bruce Gibson photo

 Baker River Hotshots photo

Reggie Day photo

Bill Fordyce photo

Rick Yates photo
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Editor’s Note
With the extreme lateness of this

issue, there are many stories from late
summer and early fall that we are unable
to fit into this issue.  We are hoping to
make a quick turn-around and get the
Winter issue out soon with the rest of
these happenings!  Look for details of
work on Hurricane and St. Regis, as well
as other New York towers, California-
Pacific Director Bill Ulmer’s story of his
new Konocti chapter, the re-roofing of
Three Fingers Lookout in Washington, Ute
Mountain Lookout in Utah being put back
into service, the impressive
accomplishments of the Northwest
Montana chapter, Passport in Time and
HistoriCorps projects, and more.  We
apologize for this issue being so late, but
the never-ending North Idaho fire season
and your editor’s job in fire dispatch hit
record levels this year.

FFLA Website
Link to Kemnow Research
FFLA member Ron Kemnow has

spent thousands of hours doing lookout
research, and has become a library
regular, searching through old
newspapers, reports and anything else he
can get his hands on, finding a treasure
trove of little-known lookout facts and
stories that he has posted to his website,
http://ronkemnow.weebly.com/page.
His site is now linked on the FFLA website
on the links page under “Featured Links”.

MAINE
Squaw Mountain Update
The refurbished steelwork and new

cab have been erected at Natural
Resource Education Center (NREC) /
Greenville Visitors Center on Route 15 this

past summer.  A wrap-around deck and
stairway will be built to allow access.  Over
the winter, FFLA Maine members will work
on items for the interior of the cab.  An
official opening is expected in 2016.

Mount Agamenticus Update
This summer ’s “GoFundMe”

campaign has met its goal of raising
$10,000!  The team is planning for

Notes from All Over

restoration efforts to begin sometime this
fall.   Anyone interested in volunteering
should drop an email to
maine@firelookout.org.           Bill Cobb

WASHINGTON
Big Butte Work Continues
FFLA members Dick Gilman, Pat

Threewit, and Bev and Charlie Heebner
helped out again at Big Butte July 14-16.
A second coat of paint for the exterior and
interior and work on the interior
furnishings were accomplished this year.

It is now ready for the next step, which is
replacing the cab on the tower legs.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Since May, 29 fires have burned 19

acres in New Hampshire.  Summer and
autumn have been somewhat dry but not
enough for the amount of fire activity
experienced last spring.  There was
enough rain to prevent severe fire danger.
During October into mid-November there
were a number of small fires in the
southern and central parts of the State
before substantial rains lowered the fire
danger.

Following spring fire season both the
State and the White Mountain National
Forest began sending crews and single
resources to the western U.S.  Both
agencies sent crews to the Gasquet Fire
Complex in California.  The State sent at
least one other crew while the White
Mountain sent two other crews, the last
of which fought fires in Idaho.  Forest
Service folks responded to several small
fires which did not even total one acre.

One was on private land across a hiking
trail from Forest Service land; another was
an improperly extinguished campfire on
ledges overlooking the Kancamagus
Highway.

The State hired a contractor to do
substantial rehabilitation work to the
Green Mountain fire tower including
replacement of the tower cab.  The
contractor erected staging surrounding
the structure to facilitate the work.  Similar
work is planned for Warner Hill and Pitcher
Mountain.  HistoriCorps experts inspected
the Smarts Mountain fire tower and
watchman’s cabin in early September and
have recently provided their findings to the
Forest Service.  Planning is underway for
replacement of the tower roof and repairs
to the cabin.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and
Blessed 2016.                        Chris Haartz

IDAHO
Norton Lookout Restoration

Members of the Treasure Valley
Back Country Horsemen just put in nearly
two weeks of tough work into Norton
Lookout. The L-4 lookout, built in 1934, is

located deep in the Frank Church-River
of No Return Wilderness on the Salmon-
Challis NF. Last year they brought bundles
of new shingles to the lookout, clearing
trail along the way. This year they re-
shingled the roof and applied some badly
needed paint. It's a pleasure to do back-
country projects with such hard working
and dedicated folks.                 John Rose

A Fire Lookout Mystery
An old porcelain sign was uncovered

by a hunter after the Baldy Fire on the
Nez Perce-Clearwater NF, indicating that
there was at one time a fire lookout on
Baldy Mountain. However, historic maps

and records show no indication of a
lookout at this location, although the

Squaw - complete (NREC Photo)
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NHLR
Over 1100 Listings!

Listings keep coming in, the register total is now over 1100!
NHLR #1056 CA #101 Bonanza King Lookout
NHLR #1057 CA #102 Ironside Mountain Lookout
NHLR #1058 CA #103 Leek Spring Hill Lookout
NHLR #1059 FL #07 Southside Lookout
NHLR #1060 CA #105 Weaver Bally Lookout
NHLR #1061 ID #105 Big Springs Lookout
NHLR #1062 ID #106 Horton Peak Lookout
NHLR #1063 KY #11 Cherry Tree Knob Lookout
NHLR #1064 KY #12 Elva (Pine Mountain) Lookout
NHLR #1065 CA #106 Pilot Hill Lookout
NHLR #1066 MI #05 Curran Tower
NHLR #1067 MN #10 Minnesota State Fair Lookout
NHLR #1068 WA #64 Granite Mountain Lookout
NHLR #1069 GA #18 McDuffie
NHLR #1070 MO #09 Perry Lookout
NHLR #1071 MT #61 Yaak Mountain Lookout
NHLR #1072 NY #34 Loon Lake Mountain Fire Tower
NHLR #1073 NY #35 Utsayantha Mountain Fire Tower
NHLR #1074 PA #17 Lost Mountain Lookout
NHLR #1075 TN #17 Altamont Lookout
NHLR #1076 AL #60 Parker Springs Lookout
NHLR #1077 TN #19 Wolfpen Mtn (Cagle) Lookout
NHLR #1078 VA #24 Leigh Mountain Fire Tower
NHLR #1079 TN #21 Cove Creek Tower
NHLR #1080 TN #22 Flatwood Lookout
NHLR #1081 TN #23 Hardins Creek Lookout
NHLR #1082 VA #25 Cumberland Fire Tower
NHLR #1083 TN #25 Hohenwald Lookout
NHLR #1084 TN #26 Laurel Grove Tower
NHLR #1085 TN #27 Lutts Lookout
NHLR #1086 TN #28 Maple Creek Lookout
NHLR #1087 TN #29 Meadow Creek Lookout
NHLR #1088 TN #30 Sneedville Lookout
NHLR #1089 TN #31 Summertown Lookout
NHLR #1090 TN #32 Theta Lookout
NHLR #1091 VA #21 Big Knob Tower
NHLR #1092 VA #22 Birdnest Lookout
NHLR #1093 VA #23 Hazel Mountain Fire Tower
NHLR #1094 WA #60 Heybrook Lookout
NHLR #1095 WA #61 North Mountain Lookout
NHLR #1096 WA #62 Steliko Lookout
NHLR #1097 WA #63 Table Rock Lookout
NHLR #1098 WY #15 Spruce Mountain Lookout
NHLR #1099 WV #10 Ivy Knob Fire Tower
NHLR #1100 WV #11 Barton Knob Fire Tower
NHLR #1101 WV #12 Bickle Knob Lookout
NHLR #1102 VA #26 Red Oak Mountain Lookout

For details on how to nominate a lookout to the register, see:
http://www.nationalforestry.net/NHLR_App.htm.

The NATIONAL HISTORIC LOOKOUT REGISTER is a project of the American
Resources Group(R), 374 Maple Avenue East, Suite 310, Vienna, VA 22180,
(703) 255-2700, www.american-resources.org

National
Historic

Lookout
Register

Partners

in

Lookouts

FFLA Local Chapters
Local chapters continue to be a source for “getting things

done.”  The two newest local chapters are both in California;
Bill Ulmer has organized the Konocti Chapter (see story next
issue), and Loren Ross has stepped forward to head up things
in the Southern Sequoia area.  FFLA local chapters, leaders,
and parent chapters are:
San Diego-Riverside, Curt Waite, Southern California
Northwest Montana, Chuck Manning, North Idaho-Montana
Yosemite-High Sierra, Jeff May, California - Sierra Nevada
Southern Sequoia, Loren Ross, California - Sierra Nevada
Konocti, Bill Ulmer, California - Pacific
Medicine Bow, Pat Lynch, Wyoming
Pacific Cascade, Forrest Clark, Western Washington
Colville, Rod Fosback, Eastern Washington
Southern Cascades, Dick Morrison, Western Washington
Southwest Virginia, Bob Wright, Virginia
Southern Kentucky, Michael Spanjer, Kentucky
Pillsbury Mountain, Bob Eckler, New York

remains of Little Baldy Lookout located nearby have been
recorded.  This is an old sign - this area was part of the Selway
National Forest in the early 1910s. If you know anything about
this old lookout or have historic photographs of it, please contact
Cindy Schacher, cschacher@fs.fed.us,  208-926-6412.

Sundance Volunteer Recognized
Sundance Lookout Chuck Petty was received a Certificate

of Initial Report from lookout coordinator Pam Aunan in
recognition of his efforts, including the initial detection of the

Tower Fire (page 9) even though it went to 24,000 acres.  He
also received a Tower Fire t-shirt.

Spades Lookout Removal
Several years after the decision was made to remove

Spades Lookout overlooking Hayden Lake, the 67-foot tower
has finally been removed.  With a contract issued for demolition,
the lookout was pulled down on July 7 and cut up and hauled

away for disposal.  No effort was made to salvage any materials.
Once it was gone, public outcry began, and a “Rebuild Spades
Mountain Fire Tower” facebook page was set up.  Where were
these people when efforts were being made to do something
with it years ago?  And, just think what the $16,000 that was
spent to have it pulled over and hauled away could have been
used for when the FFLA first proposed restoring it in 1998 when
it was still in decent condition.....
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North Twentymile Restoration
Bob Pfeifer's dreams started

coming true when he headed up the trail
on June 26 to begin the actual restoration
of the 92-year old North Twentymile D-6
cupola-style lookout, 20 miles north of
Winthrop, Washington.

Joined the next day by his carpenter
partner, Tony Holan, during the first work
period, some of the work included
replacing a few of the original pier logs.

The whole building was squared up and
leveled, and the sub-flooring and floor was

replaced.  They re-built the miserable old
door according to the 1921 plans and got
it hung with the original historic 1923
hardware (hinges, latch) put back on.

District Ranger Mike Liu and his two
daughters came along on the second trip
after the 4th of July.  Even though the heat
and horse flies were a real drag on this
trip, with their help, much was
accomplished.  Two coats of clear oil-
based stain were put down on the new

floor, the guy wire turnbuckles were
tightened, the upper cupola window tracks
were sanded so the windows slide more
easily, all of the new lower shutters were

built, and the spring flow was checked and
water hauled.

After a weekend off for the FFLA
Social in Spokane, Bob's third work trip in
mid-July saw more progress even though
no one showed up during the 3+ days.
He found that removing the windows
greatly improved access to the spooky
east side by leaning out of the open
window frames rather than using the
ladder on the super-uneven ground, and
it really helped to work on the glass and

frames when they were out.  However, a
few of the windows were now very difficult
to get out after the structure was
straightened and leveled.  This time, four
window panes were replaced (the putty

ran out - there was so much old, dried-
out, and missing glazing that some of the
panes were practically falling out), the
exterior was scraped and primed, all of
the lower shutters and the new door were
primed, several of the lower window

Squared up and leveled

The new door, built to original plans

The extra piece of plywood that was used
on one of the cargo drops was very useful

as a working surface!

A HUGE “Thank You” goes to The Glass
Doctor in Spokane for their contribution,

and to Ray Kresek for arranging it .

Comin’ along......

This pier block was particularly rotten.

Mike Liu’s daughters put two coats of clear
oil-based stain down on the new floor.

Lower shutters all done - three from the
north side were still in good shape and

serviceable.

With the Newby Lake Fire in the
background, progress was evident

Open window frames make access to the
upper sides much easier

The sub-flooring was replaced
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frames were removed and replaced in a
temporary fashion, the interior ladder was
repaired, and two loads of spring water
were hauled to build up a supply.  The
sunsets and electrical storm light shows
were enough to blow one's socks off!

Bob did another 4-day solo trip the
first of August.  By this time, the spring
was now down to about 1 gpm, but he
still had several gallons stockpiled on top.
By the end of this trip, all of the cracked
and broken windows had been replaced
and re-glazed (as well as a number of
intact windows that were re-glazed where
most of the old material had fallen away).

All of the sticking problems with the cupola
windows were fixed; now all eight of the

upper windows are able to slide as they
were intended to work.  All of the upper
shutters were built and primed.

Bob lamented that sometimes you
just have to grit your teeth for getting old.
On this trip, he hand-carried three lengthy
pieces of quarter-round up the trail, setting
them against a tree while he took a water

All of the upper glass was replaced or
re-glazed - it took three full tubs of glazing

putty, and that was barely enough

All of the sticking has been fixed and
several of the lower window guides

replaced

All eight of the upper windows now slide
as they were intended

break, then proceeded to immediately
forget them and continue on up the
mountain.  Further up, he realized his
mistake, dropped his pack, and hiked back
down.  And down.  And down, and down
and down.  It was at least a half mile back
down to the things; he added 36 minutes
and a mile to the hike that he sure didn’t
need that on this trip.  Of course, the
section that he had to double-hike was
the very worst part of the trail in terms of
scratchy brush, cruddy tread, etc.  Oh,
well...

This turned out to be Bob's last trip
to North Twentymile, as he chose to stay
and protect his home in the Aeneas Valley
near Tonasket as the then 175,000-acre
North Star Fire threatened the community,
until his unexpected departure (see p. 14).
Bob's son, Eric, and his project co-worker,
Tony Holan, have committed to
completing the project in his memory.

Eric, Tony, and Tony's son Jesse
made a very successful Labor Day
weekend trip to finish out the season at
North Twentymile, getting a lot of good

work done on the lookout.  They replaced
shingles and roofing paper on the two
sides that really needed it (SW and SE),
installed the shutters and buttons Bob had
constructed and applied primer on all the
lower windows, and replaced two shutters
on the cupola windows that most needed
it: the SW and SE aspects.  They also
cleaned up and piled all restoration-
related trash and debris, closed all
shutters on both lookouts for the winter,
stored the remaining two cupola shutters

All of the upper shutters built and primed

and remaining shingles, and discussed
the next steps: signage, a memorial
plaque, social media, volunteer efforts,
future needs on the lookout.

They didn't finish the NE and NW
aspects of the roof for two reasons: they
appear to be more or less watertight for
the time being, and they didn't have
enough roofing plastic to finish the job.
They also faced some time constraints
and needed to return home, but saw an
opportunity to safely finish critical tasks
in a timely manner and get everything
"buttoned-up" for the winter, and did so.
Photos (with captions) of the weekend are
at: https://plus.google.com/u/0/photos/
+ E r i c P f e i f e r F o r e s t e r / a l b u m s /
6192521307830984833

Eric noted, "The amount and quality
work Dad accomplished (not all on his
own, of course) in the past 16 months
simply defies imagination. And trust me, I
spent three days trying to imagine it, and
have all his extensive and details notes/
tables/plans/photos. I also have to
acknowledge the amazing contributions
Tony has made as well.  His remarkable
expertise, craft, and energy has been
absolutely critical, especially, of course,
on this weekend."

Note: All photos taken by Bob or Eric

Jesse holds the ladder while Tony gets
after it without a moment’s waste

Tony making progress on the roof
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Bob Pfeifer

On the morning of August 24, Bob
Pfeifer left this world.  His passing came
as a complete shock and surprise to
friends and members of his family,
including son Eric, daughter Emily, and
former-wife Jean.

It was Bob's wish that there be no
funeral; nevertheless, Eric, Emily, and
Jean held a celebration of his life October
31 at the Nordic Heritage Museum
Auditorium in Seattle.

One of Bob's final projects was the
restoration of a unique wildfire lookout in
the northeast Cascade Mountains. His
characteristically excellent work remained
unfinished and his son and friend intend
to complete the restoration in his honor,
and a small memorial plaque will be
placed on the building. His ashes will
reside in the Alpine Lakes Wilderness he
knew so well and loved so much.

Bob's passions for and devotion to
his varied interests knew no bounds. More
so than most, he drank long and deeply
from the cup of life. His love burned white-
hot for the natural world, his professional
work, his family and friends, the arts of
jazz and cinema, and the rich human
history of the Pacific Northwest
Mountains. He explored incessantly,
celebrated his interests, indulged a
boundless curiosity, and remained
resolutely true to his beliefs, standards,
and values.

An indomitable spirit to the end, he
shouted the truth from a mountaintop and
inveighed passionately and eloquently

against the wrongs of this world to all who
would listen. His sincerity and clear-eyed
idealism were unmatched. Bob knew how
to continually learn, how to enjoy life and
face its challenges in ways that that his
friends and family will marvel at and
remember forever. The degree to which
he pursued his passions was, to use one
of his favorite phrases, "the standard that
set the standard." His sincerity, honesty,
intellect, humor, and emotions live on in
all of us and he will be sorely missed.

Bob Pfeifer
A Special Friend

I first met Bob Pfeifer in 1994 at a
seminar of volunteers on how to save old
abandoned fire lookouts.  He was there
to represent a small group he called the
Hi-Lakers, who wanted to help restore the
Granite Mountain Lookout tower above
Snoqualmie Pass.  I didn’t realize until
later that he was the state fish biologist
who hauled trout on his back, all the way
up to the highest of the Enchantment
Lakes; an incredibly scenic place known
today as the Alpine Lakes Wilderness.  I’d
caught my first and only golden trout in
that little lake, but could not bring myself
to kill or eat such a beautiful creature, so
I returned it to the ice cold glacier water
for others to enjoy.  Bob had made that
special lifelong memory possible.

It was not until almost 20 years later,
that I ran into him again via email.  On
one of his many backcountry hikes, he had
discovered a decrepit old fire lookout
cabin atop North Twentymile Peak, north
of Winthrop, WA.  He immediately became
obsessed with restoring the long
abandoned little cabin with a cupola on
its roof; the best one of the last of its kind;
a real piece of USFS history; a D-6.  When
he approached the Forest Service with his
plan, they told him it couldn’t be done, and
weren’t interested.

That’s when I learned that “No” and
“can’t be done” were not words in Bob
Pfeifer’s vocabulary.  For the next 2 years,
we exchanged nearly 500 emails, as he
hiked up the mile-high trail many times,
and encountered one government
obstacle after another.  He drew up an
elaborate project plan for that 12x12’ relic
as if it were a mansion he was about to
restore.

He taught me patience.  He had a
rare ability to politely deal with, and cut
through the most unreasonable red tape,
and win against a sometimes impossible
bureaucracy.  The Forest Service had no
funds to buy the materials needed; no
funds to open the abandoned trails; no
funds to deliver anything to the remote

road-less mountaintop.  So, he bought the
flooring, siding, paint, and roofing himself;
and even paid for the gas for a Forest
Service helicopter to airlift a ton of
materials.  He convinced a smokejumper
foreman it would be a good training
mission to airdrop the other thousand
pounds.  The 89 trees he measured and
GPS plotted, that were blocking the 7 mile
trail?  No one will probably ever know how
they got removed...

The North Twentymile Lookout D-6
project remains to be finished in 2016.
Half of the cedar roofing still needs to be
installed.  A few odds and ends and a paint
job will have this 93-year-old relic looking
good as new again.  A fine memorial to a
great humanitarian, Bob Pfeifer.

      Ray Kresek

Members Bob Adler and Brad Davies
represented the FFLA at Bob’s memorial;
Methow Valley District Ranger Mike Liu
was also present.  It was a good send-off
from all his friends and peers in Fish &
Wildlife, and climbers he’d gone all the
way to Nepal with.

Osborne Fire Finder
Featured on Belt Buckle

This limited edition, numbered, pewter 2011
Smokey buckle from Dawn Fazio’s
Woodland Enterprises includes this
inscription on the reverse: "The Osborne
Fire Finder was invented 100 years ago by
William Osborne, a Forest Service employee
in Portland, Oregon. It has been serving in
lookout towers
n a t i o n w i d e
since 1915."
$23.50 plus
shipping and
handling from
www.smokeybeargifts.com
or call 208-882-
4767.  Dawn
and Jim Fazio are long-time FFLA members.

In Memoriam
Dan Rundell

Dan Rundell, 68, of Lincoln,
Montana, passed away September 1 from
leukemia.  After growing up in Illinois and
serving in the Army,
he eventually found
his home in Lincoln.
"Dan the Man" spent
the last 13 years
doing his favorite job
as Stonewall Lookout
for the Helena NF
and the Montana
DNRC, helping to
provide for the safety of the firefighters.
Dan left behind a wife and daughter, and
more stuff than they know what to do with!
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The Cross Shot
Do you have follow-up information,

corrections, or comments to a story in
LOOKOUT NETWORK?  “The Cross
Shot” was initiated just for that.  Send
responses to fflatreas@gmail.com.

A Prayer for Helen Ellett
Thanks for the update on the

passing of Helen Ellett, on April 12th,
2015.  As fate has it, I was probably the
last person to say a prayer for her from
her tower on Dickinson Hill. My
condolences go out to her entire circle of
family and friends. I can only hope that
she is now up with all her lookout pals
and past Rangers.

My youngest son plays college
baseball and was playing in Schenectady,
NY the weekend of April 11th-12th.  After
the games of Saturday ended, I headed
northwards towards I-87 to get up near
Lake George for an early Sunday morning
snow-shoe up Hadley Mountain before
heading back for the Sunday games.
Along the way, I had something inside tell
me to drive over to
Dickinson Hill for the
sunset. So, off I went
and in about 30
minutes, I was making
the 0.15 mile "hike" up
to the tower.  There still
was about 8 inches of
snow on the ground and
once above the barren trees, the wind was
howling pretty good. Temperature was
sitting at about 35 and dropping fast, but
it felt colder than that.  The view was quite
impressive and I could only hear the wind
through the trees and towers.  It was quite
a moving experience, having not visiting
this tower in over twenty years.

I took a number of images, stopped
to enjoy the view of the eastern NY
mountains that spread into Massachusetts
and southern Vermont, then I turned
around and watched the sun slip on down.

I said a prayer for Helen - not ever meeting
her, but knowing that I was on her tower
and that she was well up in her age, and
then departed to get off the dirt roads
before darkness set in.  Now that I know
that on Sunday morning, when I was on
my way up or down Hadley Mountain, she
passed, I feel pretty lucky to have been
on her tower on her last day for the last
sunset.                                     Fred Knauf

Lookout Show ‘n Tell #6
The Osborne Firefinder

In 1911, William B."Bush" Osborne
Jr., a young Yale graduate U.S. Forest
Service forester in Portland, Oregon came
up with an idea he called a "Fire-Finder".
His alidade instrument didn't find the fire;
but made it possible to accurately plot its
location on the map.  At first, it was a
circular map mounted on a portable 8-
sided iron plate that could sit on a stump,
rock, or in a tree; oriented precisely North,
South, East, and West.

His invention was first commercially
produced in 1913, when Fred Leupold &
Adam Voelpel of Portland turned out about
100 of the instruments that consisted of a
14" circular map on a cast iron base, and
upright brass sights on a brass bar that
pivoted on a center pin exactly above the

lookout position on the map.  A 360 degree
scale was etched into the outer edge of
the iron base to align with the sight bar.  It

was accurate to 1/30th of 1 degree.
Pictured is the 1913 Osborne Firefinder.

Ray Kresek
Fire Lookout Museum

Spokane, WA

Osborne Fire Finder Case
A Mariposa, California, cabinetmaker is
now making transport and storage cases
for the Osborne Fire Finder. FFLA
member Jeff May reports that the cases

are of excellent quality and craftsmanship.
Call for price: Martella Cabinet Company,
David Martella, 1-866-966-3441 (toll-free)
or 209-617-5471 (cell).

Unknown Yakima Lookout
Washington FFLA member Jean Witt

recently came across a photo of boys from
her father's Boy Scout troop and their
parents standing beside a touring car with
a lookout tower in the background.

Unfortunately, the photo is not labeled, but
she also found a 1923 newspaper clipping
about one of the troop's trips.  The photo
may have been a different one, as her
father and his boys took lots of hikes in
the Cascades in Yakima County, mostly
in the Naches and Tieton areas.  It would
be interesting to know how many lookouts
were accessible by road back then.

Fire Tower Lego Set
Gathering Support for Smokey

Bear/Fire Tower Legos
One of the Smokey Bear/Forest

Lego sets being considered is a fire tower.
10,000 supporters
are needed to have
LEGO consider
making the sets
available for
purchase.  Lego
requires you to log on and create an i.d.
so that they have a legitimate e-mail
address so someone cannot just vote over
and over again.  The link is https://
ideas.lego.com/projects/99422.  Your
help can make this a reality!
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Hells Half Tower Painting Project
A shared photograph, a love of

lookout towers, and an interest in history
were the sparks that drove the 2015
project at Hells Half Acre Lookout on the
Bitterroot NF.  In 2014 Rene Eustace,
Detection Specialist at West Fork Ranger
District, shared a 1972 photograph of the
Hells Half lookout tower (HH) with its
current lookouts, Mark and Rhett Moak.
In the photo, the R-6 tower, built in 1959,
was white.  This was a surprise to the
current lookouts who have staffed and
maintained a brown Hells Half tower since
1997.

Nearly every year since they started
staffing HH, the couple has done painting
projects to help maintain the exterior of
the tower.  Over the years a variety of
things have been provided to use on the
exterior, but the color was always some
shade of flat brown. Despite all their
efforts, each year upon returning to the
tower, they were greeted by huge areas
of peeling paint.

In his extensive lookout photo
collection, Rene re-discovered a 1972
photo of Hells Half as a completely white
tower and shared it; it started the three
thinking. They began researching the
history of the R-6 tower, a flat roofed tower
originating in Region 6, and in particular,
the history of staffed lookout structures
atop Hells Half Acre Mountain.  In
consulting with the forest archaeologist,
Mary Williams, they learned that traditional
colors for the R-6s were both brown and
white.  Photos of the building of Spot
Mountain Lookout (1972), a contemporary
R-6 tower, show that Spot was originally
white as well. This started them thinking
about trying to change Hells Half back to
what they began to believe was its original
color, white.

With the blessing of the forest
archeologist to repaint the tower white, the
journey began.

Rene, whose career with the Forest
Service began with staffing Medicine Point
Lookout in 1976, has a vast knowledge
of the history of the area.  His collection of

historical artifacts includes photographs,
maps, interviews, and recordings he made
with former Forest Service employees.
One of Rene's interviews was of particular
interest to the three as they pursued the
history of Hells Half.

On November 20, 1980 Rene
interviewed Crawford Smaus, a former
Hells Half lookout.  At the time Mr. Smaus
was 75 years old and recounted
experiences from his 7 seasons working
with the Forest Service.  The following are
excerpts from Rene's interview with
Crawford:

Smaus spent the 1927 season and
half the 1928 season as a lookout at Hells
Half.  Smaus was there before the road
or the 40' tree lookout platform (cited by
Ray Kresek as circa 1930) or any other
building.  In his first season he was paid
$70 a month and by his last season he
made $110 a month. At Hells Half he lived
in a tent and had another tent for his
supplies.  He said in those days the F.S.
provided supplies for crews and lookouts
- except small personal items like shaving
gear, etc.  Though his food was provided,
he said you were pretty much at the whim
of the commissary; whatever they felt like
sending or had in overstock was what
you'd get -frequently it was lots of beans!
He was resupplied periodically via pack
string from the Allen  Ranger Station,
which was located then at Soda Springs
Creek.

Smaus also had a horse for his use,
but no communication system
whatsoever.  He said if he spotted a fire,
he'd just go take care of it himself.  Smaus
said that his alidade was mounted on a
board and that he cleared trees to improve
his view. He said his alidade was off about
1/4 section.  In those days there were no
special firefighting tools: axes, shovels
and Pulaskis were the primary fire fighting
tools, or protective gear: no hardhats - a
pair of Whites cost $35 - no sleeping bags;
one carried a blanket roll to a fire or job.
For entertainment Smaus said he'd ride
his horse to look over the countryside and
he also tried a little prospecting. You'd
seldom see anyone other than an
occasional Forest Service employee in the
Selway/Salmon country-no general hikers
or backpackers.

Though this interview provided no
details about lookout structures at Hells
Half, it provided a priceless account of the
life of the early lookout.  Any current
lookout can appreciate the grit and
determination possessed by early
lookouts that this interview recounts!

Rene's interview with Smaus
reflects the earliest known staffing of Hells
Half as a lookout site. Ray Kresek's
historic records (Lookouts of the
Northwest) reveal that lookout structures
at Hells Half included the aforementioned
40' tree platform (1930), L-4 tower on
wooden poles (1940), and the current
structure:  R-6 tower on 10 ft. (actually 8')
concrete base.

In continuing to gather info on the
original color of the current tower Rene
contacted another former lookout at Hell
Half, Neil Nelson.  Nelson staffed the
tower from 1968-70.  Nelson's recollection
is that during his time at the lookout, HH
was painted a light color.  Nelson provided
photos from his time at HH, showing the
tower as a light color, not brown.  This
further strengthened the case for painting
the tower white.

With this research and the belief
that white would weather better (on site
research comparing durability of the
brown paint on the tower with white paint
on weather station both painted at same
time as well as consulting professional
painters), plus the ease of matching the
color; the project inched forward. The
lookouts compiled a material needs list for
repainting the tower in both brown and in
white.  The white paint project was
approved and supported by West Fork
supervisors. Rene worked to secure funds
for paint and supplies from Heritage
through Mary Will iams-Forest
Archeologist and Forest Maintenance
Engineer, Shawn Boelman.   Their help
with funding was invaluable and most
appreciated!!!!

Starting on August 1, 2015, Mark
and Rhett spent many days sanding,
priming, and painting the lookout, with
necessary stops to do their job of spotting
fires and supporting the West Fork Fire
Crew on those fires.   They also had rain
delays from time to time. Meanwhile Rene
and other members from the fire crew
were involved in helping paint the window
covers for Hells Half down at the West

(RM photo)

(MM photo)
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Fork station. Plus the three were lucky
enough to get to spend one of the last
days of work on the project at Hells Half
together painting the catwalk surface
battleship grey. All the painting at the tower
was completed on September 21, 2015.

Another part of this project which
Rene's photo inspired was making a new
sign based on the 1972 sign on the tower
which the trio believes is the original sign
for the present tower. Mark took on this
project. From studying the placement of
the sign in the photo and taking
measurements, Mark was able to
determine that the original sign was large:
41" wide x 23" tall.

After several failed attempts to
locate a piece of lumber that large, Mark
decided to cut his own. He located a large
tree nearby that died in 2011 in the Saddle
Complex fires. The tree, an Engelmann
spruce over 30" DBH, had been cut for
the safety of a campsite at the spring and
had been on the ground for several years.

Mark ripped a board from this downed
tree, hand planed and sanded the surface,
and hand chiseled the letters for the new
sign.  One interesting discrepancy existed
however in the information on the original
sign which listed the elevation of the
mountain as 8,117 ft. and the current sign
which listed the elevation at 8,116 ft. Mark
researched the situation by contacting the
US Geological Survey Dept. and the
National Geodetic Survey, as well as
having Rene check elevations on his
historic maps.  This produced at least 6
different elevations for the mountain!
Ultimately it was decided that the most
accurate reading probably was one of the

earliest at 8,116.7 ft., rounded up to 8,117
ft.  In addition, the new sign will include
the date 1927 to indicate the earliest
known staffing of the mountaintop as a
lookout (re: Crawford Smaus interview).
The sign is complete except for sealing
the surface which Mark will complete.  He
will install the new sign for next year's fire
season.

It's been incredibly exciting to return
56-year old HellsHalf Lookout back to its
original color scheme!  The lookout - with
its new sign - looks absolutely beautiful!
Turning back these particular hands of
time has been an energetic but hugely
rewarding experience.  Thanks go to
everyone involved in this historic project.

Co-authored by:  Rene Eustace,
Mark Moak and Rhett Moak

Hells Half Lookout with new paint job completed, September 2015 (MM photo)

(RM photo)

(MM photo)

(RM photo)

Rhett painting snake on the ladder stop to
help keep folks from tripping. Notice great

deck paint, too.  (MM photo)

Rene Eustace, Mark and Rhett Moak on
the newly painted HH tower (RE photo)

(L): Rhett mixing the marine-grade deck
paint and (R): Rene painting the west deck

(MM photos)
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An Account of a Summer on Maine’s Kibby Mountain
What follows are excerpts from the

writings of Leon Moor about his experiences
as a watchman on Kibby Mountain in 1914.
(Writings taken from the Lewiston Evening
Journal - August 17 and 29, 1929)

I have always been interested in the
important work of forest protection in
Maine and as I did not have other
employment in view for the summer of
1914, I determined to apply for a position
in the forest protection service.  Many
friends tried to discourage me by saying I
couldn’t not possibly get a chance.  But I
secured recommendations from several
Republicans and three Democrats and
sent them with an application to the Forest
Commissioner at Augusta.  I got the Job.

So behold me, on the 30th day of
May, splashing thru the mud-holes of the
Kibby tote road, I signed on as a forest
fire lookout at the fire station on Kibby
Mountain, twelve miles south of Skinner
in the western part of the State.  Ahead of
me was Dick, seated on a high-wheeled
wagon loaded with my dunnage, and
driving Paul and King, two coal black
horses.  It was raining steadily, but I didn’t
mind that.  I didn’t mind the walking either,
for it was easier than riding.  Ten miles on
that jolting wagon, pitching over bushel-
basket size rocks, would make a man
want to eat his meals standing for two
weeks.  As Dick thought the cabin on the
top of Kibby was not then suitable for
occupancy, we left the team and dunnage
at old Ben’s camp, and walked the half-
mile to the foot of the mountain where Dick
showed me the trail.  We then returned to
old Ben’s camp where Dick, with a hearty
Godspeed, bade me goodbye, leaving me
standing outside old Ben’s camp in the
pouring rain.  “Necessity is the Mother of
Invention”, so it was not long after the
departure of Dick before I was inside old
Ben’s camp with a hot fire in the stove
drying my steaming clothes.

Kibby is one of the Boundary
Mountains, five miles from the Maine-
Quebec line between Skinner and Eustis.
It is really a Siamese twin, there being two
distinct summits connected by a hog-back.
I always called the southern summit Kibby,
and the northern Kibby’s twin.  There are
two trails up the mountain from the Kibby
tote road; one, the telephone trail, goes
straight to the summit of Kibby, while the
other, really a road, takes the easy grades
up the shoulder between the twins.

Dick had told me that a crew would
come in a few days to put up a lookout
tower for me and, sure enough, one
afternoon they arrived at old Ben’s camp.

These men had worked all their lives in
the woods, and regarded their present job
as an outing.  A cook camp was built for
them at the foot of the mountain, and a
road was surveyed and cut up the shoulder
to the summit of Kibby.  A sled was used
to haul the steel for the tower as it was
easy to handle.  A block a tackle was used
on the steep pitches.  The boss for the
job was Jim Creed, ably assisted by Ed
Thurston and they certainly knew their
work.  The job assembling and bolting up
the tower proved easy, and in a few days’
time the entire work was completed and
the crew returned to Skinner.

The tower of skeleton framework is
52 feet in height, surmounted by a lookout
house about eight feet square.  Glass
windows are on each side of the square
structure.  Heavy steel cables are
stretched from each corner and securely
anchored.  Some idea of the force of the
winds up there may be gained from the
fact that in spite of the precautions taken,
one of these cables broke in a fierce winter
blow.   On one side of the framework, a
ladder ran to the top.  I have often

wondered whether Jim Creed planned the
exact location of this ladder, or just hit it
by a lucky chance, for it was just right as
the wind came on the back of the person
climbing the ladder.   A telephone was
placed in the tower, and one in the camp
40 feet distant.  These telephones were
absolutely necessary as I could thus keep
in touch with Skinner all the time.

My camp was built of logs and
chinked with moss.  A bunk stood in one
corner.  In the center was a box stove
about eighteen inches square by three
feet long.   This was equipped with a tin
triangular baker which hung on the side
of the stove when baking was necessary;

this was the first one I had ever seen.  It
certainly worked great.  I could bake
dandy biscuits with it.   Every Saturday I
baked a pot of beans.  I liked to cook as I
had plenty of time.

On alternative Saturday afternoons
I walked to Skinner to mail my reports.
Coming back on one of the first of these
trips, I found a rather tough work to tackle.
The tote team had left a circular glass
forty-two inches in diameter at the fork of
the roads seven miles from Kibby.  This
glass was part of the equipment for the
tower.  In the center of the glass was a
hole.  In this hole, I placed a nail and
carried the glass by the nail to Kibby.
When I had climbed the mountain, I
tackled the tower with the glass.  The wind
instantly pinned the glass to the ladder.
So it seemed the easiest way was to slide
the glass up the ladder until I came to the
man-hole in the floor of the observation
house, thru which I passed the glass and
my job was practically done.  In the center
of the observation house was a table on
which was a map of the entire local region
with Kibby Mountain as a center.  On top
of the map was placed the glass which
had cost me so much trouble and effort
to carry.  Having trued up the map with
the points of the compass, I placed on the
table a range-finder which swung about a
pin in the center of the table which
represented Kibby.   Now I was ready for
business.   The instant I detected a smoke
or flames in any direction, I had only to
swing the range finder in the right
direction, and make it exact by looking
through the peep holes.  Then by looking
along the edge of the finder, I had a
straight line from the mountain to the exact
location of the fire.  Then all I had to do
was to telephone to the deputy warden at
Skinner.  The only guesswork about this
system was the distance of the fire from
the mountain.  The direction was exact.
It is surprising how accurate this system
could be made, however.  For instance, I
reported one fire forty miles away.  When
news of this fire was printed in the
newspaper, I found I had given the right
direction, and the distance was five miles
short only.

I was up in the morning at four for a
look around for problems, then I went to
bed again until 6:30 when I arose for the
day.  I went up in the tower for an
observation, then came down, built a fire
in the stove, and cooked breakfast.   Then
I stayed in the tower until dinner time.
Having cooked and eaten dinner, it was
up the tower again.  Before supper I went

The first steel lookout on Kibby, 1914
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down the mountain with a five quart pail
to get my drinking water.  In less than an
hour, I was back on the mountain again.
Roxie was always ready for these jaunts
down Kibby for water.  She was always
ready, too, for a hike to Skinner to take in
my reports.  After supper, I took an
observation from the tower.  Bedtime
came at 9PM.  I always arose at least
twice in the night for a look around.  I had
a pair of field glasses furnished by the
state which were very good for day or
night use.  The system whereby a fire is
discovered and reported to the deputy
warden at Skinner has already been
described.  Now what happens after he is
notified?  He at once gets a crew together,
either the mill crew, or the crew from some
adjacent lumber camp and goes to the
scene of the fire.  A supply of firefighting
tools of all kinds was kept at Caribou, two
miles from Kibby.   These crews knew how
to fight fire, and had put out many a
roaring forest fire.  It is blistering, back-
breaking, heart-breaking work to dig
trenches to stop a fire, but it has to be
done.  But the true lumber-jack does not
complain for he is fighting to preserve the
forest which he gains his living.  In the
middle of August, it was time to leave old
Kibby.  I had a permanent position offered
to me which I could not well refuse.

A North American History
of Forest Fire Detection

By C. Rod Bacon
Chapter XXXX
AIR PATROL

The previous chapter looked at
beginning of fire patrol by air.

This chapter continues a look at the
beginning of fire patrol by air.

Early organized fire detection was
first conducted by people on Patrol.  The
Timber Protection Agencies, and later the
U. S. Forest Service, paid patrol persons
to conduct systematic observations by a
variety of methods, on foot, horseback,
boat and later, motorized vehicles.

One of the earliest uses of aircraft
for patrol was by the Clearwater Potlatch
Timber Protection Association, (CPTPA).
The same organization that was one of
the first to established a stationary Fire
Lookout, that being on Bertha Hill in the
early 1900's.

In the summer of 1923 pilots Clyde
Pangborn and Nick Mamer, in a Hispano
Standard airplane (below) were used for
fire spotting on CPTPA lands.

Clyde "Upside Down" Pangborn and
Ivan Gates formed the famous "Gates
Flying Circus" in 1921 where Clyde set a
world record for changing planes in mid
air.  And with Hugh Herndon set a world
record for a 1931 Transpacific Flight from
Japan to Wenatchee, Washington.

Nick Mamer and Art Walker set a
1929 record endurance fl ight from
Spokane, Washington, around the U. S.
and back to Spokane of 7,200 miles in five
days with the first transcontinental use of
in-flight refueling.  Nick is also considered
the "Father of Northwest Airlines".

Source:  "White Pines and Fires, Cooperative
Forestry in Idaho", by A. B. Curtis.

In 1923, Clyde Pangborn and
Captain N. B. Mamer, both of them expert
pilots, contracted with the Associations to
fly an old time Hispano Standard airplane,
capable of 65 mph, to watch for smokes

and fires in the forest area.  The plane
was a bi-wing type.  This early experiment
with "an eye in the sky" was started for
the Potlatch Timber Protective
Association, but with success, was
continued.  Of course, there was no
electronic air-ground communication at
that early date, so they had to resort to
other means of communicating fire data.
Always resourceful, they used common
little sacks, which we used to call Bull
Durham tobacco sacks.  In this they
placed both a rock and a note, written on
a piece of paper, as to the location and
nature of fires that they had discovered.
Then a steamer or strip of paper or cloth
was attached to the sac, so that it could
be seen as it was dropped to crews
around the forest, such as cruiser camps,
lookout stations, and so forth.

Buck Rock Foundation
Buck Rock caps, t-shirts, pins, tote bags

www.buckrock.org/giftshop2.html

Photo 13-00900, Historical Photograph
Collection, Special Collections and Archives,

University of Idaho Library

Lookout Items on Zazzle
Oregon FFLA member Elaine Broskie has a
wide variety of products featuring Oregon
lookouts available on zazzle.com, including
posters, note cards,
stamps, calendars,
shirts, coffee mugs,
envelopes, postcards,
and more.  Elaine will
donate profits from the
lookout items to the FFLA.  Visit her zazzle
store at www.zazzle.com/ebroskie1234/
and navigate to “Fire Lookouts and occasional
guard station” .  The Bald Butte Sunset image
above is available on several products.

FFLA Zazzle Stamps
and More

In addition to stamps, two more
custom FFLA
items are now
available through
Zazzle!  A trailer
hitch cover
bearing the FFLA
logo is now
available and comes in two sizes to fit
1.25” (small) or 2” (large) receivers.

FFLA sticky notes are also now
available.  Post-it® Notes with the FFLA
logo come in pads of 50 in a  4” x 3” size.

There are now eight FFLA postage
stamps available:  The newest features
the historic Slate Point (Montana) crow’s

nest tree lookout
visited during the
2014 FFLA
W e s t e r n
C o n f e r e n c e .

Others include Sundance Mountain (ID),
Monjeau (NM), Lookout Butte (ID),
Sterling (NY) - celebrating the Twenty Year
Anniversary of the FFLA, Duckett Top
(NC), High Point(CA), and Arid Peak (ID).

To order Zazzle items, go to the
FFLA website, www.ffla.org, and click on
the link.  While the items are available
directly from the Zazzle website, the FFLA
will receive a greater portion of the net
proceeds if orders are placed from the link
on the FFLA website.  Discounts are
offered for orders of multiples of items.

Western Heritage - FFLA Items

FFLA logo available on any
GEAR, WOOD, or APPAREL item
Apparel: Outerwear, Shirts, Caps

Gear: Bags & Duffels, Lights & Lenses
Wood: Wall Clocks, Desk Accessories,

Nametags
http://westernheritagestore.com/
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FIRE TOWER RESTORATION
CURRENTLY HAS FIVE FIRE

TOWERS AVAILABLE FOR SALE
These five towers are all located at

owner David Vana's base of operations
in Saranac Lake, New York.

The towers currently in stock for sale
range in height from 20 feet to 120 feet
with cabin sizes ranging from 7' x 7' to 14'
x 14'.  They will work with any buyers to
assure that all parts are in the package.
The original bolts are included with each
Fire Tower. A sheet of original assembly
drawings is included. All will require
serious efforts and a serious amount of
funds to safely and properly re-assemble
as a DIY project. They can also offer a
complete installed price for any of these
Fire Towers.

DAVANA LLC has saved, restored,
and re-erected over twenty towers to date.
They also restore towers in situ. New
structural steel components and cabin
sheet metal packages are available to
meet or exceed original specifications.
New A325 bolt packages for any Fire
Tower are also available.  They offer bolt-
on options for the taller 100- to 120-foot
MC-39 Fire Towers, including flagpoles,
restored or new alidades, interior cabin
paneling, mid-point deck and railings, as
well as a catwalk and railings around the
observer's cabin at the top.

Luverne, Alabama - $24,000.00  This
100-foot tall Aermotor MC-39 tower was
taken down in Crenshaw County, Alabama
in 2011.  It is in fair to good condition, all
structural materials are sound.  The 7' x
7' Observers Cabin is currently
disassembled; a new roof is suggested.
The entire tower could be painted or given
a totally new hot dipped coating of zinc,
which would give the structure a 30 to 50
year no-maintenance finish.  All the
original frame bolts are present.

Green Cross, North Carolina -
$28,000.00  This 100-foot tall Aermotor
MC-39 tower was taken down in Bertie
County, North Carolina in 2010.  It is in
good condition, all structural materials are
sound.  A few hand railings will be
replaced. The 7' x 7' Observers Cabin is
assembled; a new roof is suggested. The
entire tower could be painted or given a
totally new hot dipped coating of zinc,
which would give the structure a 30 to 50
year no-maintenance finish.  All the
original frame bolts are present.

Carpenter, Alabama - $38,000.00
This 120-foot tall Aermotor MC-39 tower
was taken down in Baldwin County,
Alabama in 2013.  It is in good condition,

all structural materials are sound.  A new
set of all the X-Braces and small
dimension infill structurals has been
fabricated and hot dipped.  The 7' x 7'
Observers Cabin is currently
disassembled; a set of new wall and roof
panels are needed. The remaining heavier
structurals of the tower should be given a
totally new hot dipped coating of zinc,
which would give the structure a 30 to 50
year no-maintenance finish.  All the
original frame bolts are present.

O'Neal, Alabama - $28,000.00  This
60-foot tall Aermotor MC-39 tower was
taken down in Limestone County,
Alabama in 2011.  This tower is in great
condition and can go up "As Is".  All
structural materials are sound; this tower
has original expanded metal mesh stair
treads and landings. The tower was well-
maintained and has been painted several
times during its life. The 7' x 7' Observers
Cabin is currently assembled, a new roof
is suggested. The entire tower could be
painted to refresh the tower although if
installed "As Is", it will appear to have been
there forever in great original condition.
All the original frame bolts are present.

Moosehead Mountain, New York -
$15,000.00  This 40-foot Aermotor LS-25
tower was located in St Lawrence County,
New York.  It was obtained from the
person who took it down in 1978 and
never used it.  It was built in 1916 with a
ladder access; an internal tower stairway
was added later.  The Observers Cabin
will require a new set of wall and roof
sheet metal panels, roof framework and
needs windows. The structural steel is in
e x c e l l e n t
condition. They will
fully inventory and
can fabricate any
missing parts to
assist the buyer.
All the original
frame bolts are
present.

Please call
with any questions
about these
specific Fire
Towers or the
process of
restoration and re-erecting a Fire Tower.

Davana LLC
Fire Tower Restoration
393 Fletcher Farm Road
Bloomingdale, New York  12913
518-891-4802 home/office
518-354-0763 cell
firetowerrestoration@gmail.com

Fire Towers for Sale
TWO TOWERS AVAILABLE IN

WISCONSIN
Wisconsin FFLA Representative

Tom Baer has two 100-foot fire towers for
sale at his location in Manitowish Waters,
in the northern part of the state.  The
towers are disassembled, with some new
parts.  They came out of Florida; at least
one is an Aermotor LS-40 model. After

they were delivered to Wisconsin they
were gone thru with new pieces made for
the damaged or rusted ones. The cabins
have been all redone like brand new. The
only things missing are the wood for
landings and stairs, bolts (new ones are
recommended, anyway) and glass for
windows.  Baer is asking $20,000 each.
Contact Roger Crass, 715-617-2608.

Lookout Lightning Protection
Montana FFLA member
Mike Kuefler is a certified
lightning protection
specialist; Kuefler
Lightning Protection, Inc.
h a s
b e e n

used by the Forest
Service for several
lookout projects.  KLP is
based in St. Ignatius,
Montana, but also has
offices in Florida, Georgia
and Minnesota.  Visit their website,
www.kuefler-lightning.com/, email
mkuefler@kuefler-lightning.com, or
phone 406-745-3800.
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FFLA SHIRTS!

Black/white design w/4-color
FFLA logo on Ash color shirts

Wide range of sizes available!
T-shirts (short-sleeve)

S, M, L, XL, 2X, 3X $13.00
T-shirts (long-sleeve)

S, M, L, XL, 2X $15.00
Sweatshirts (long-sleeve)

S, M, L, XL, 2X, 3X $20.00
Shipping/handling:

t-shirts $3, sweatshirts $5
(additional shipping for larger orders)

NEW T-SHIRT
Small Logo

FFLA Logo
on Left Chest
short-sleeve
Forest Green

S, M, L,
XL, 2X
$15.00

+ $3.00 s/hLOOKOUT COOKBOOK
A Collection of Recipes by

Forest Fire Lookouts
by Libby Langston

Lookout Cookbook is a blend of
recipes, history,
personal stories,
and over 100
p h o t o g r a p h s
bringing together
the lookout
staffers, their
stations, and their
creativity.  Lookout
Cookbook is a
c o o p e r a t i v e
venture between
the North Idaho/
Montana Chapter of the Forest Fire
Lookout Association, the Lolo National
Forest and the Museum of North Idaho.

$14.95 each + $4.00 s/h for first
book,  $1.00 s/h for each additional book
to same address.

FFLA MERCHANDISE

FFLA CAPS
Embroidered FFLA logo caps are

now in stock, available in two styles, both
adjustable to fit.  For those preferring the
stand-up, shaped style, structured caps
are available.  The unstructured style is
available for those preferring soft, low-
profile caps.  Both styles come in charcoal
gray or forest green.  Specify structured
(left) or unstructured (right) style.
$15.00 each + $3.00 shipping/handling

FFLA Logo Decals
Full-color FFLA logo vinyl decals

with rear adhesive.  Three sizes are now
available, the large is 5” across (3-3/4”
per side), the medium is 3-1/2” across (2-
1/2” per side), and the small is 2-1/2”
across (1-3/4” per side).  The small decal
is ideal for hardhat applications, the
medium is the same size as the popular
FFLA multi-colored patch.

Large (5”) decals, $1.50 each,
Medium (3-1/2”) $1.00 each, Small (2-1/
2”) $0.75 each.  Shipping: $.50 per order

Cornell Hill Tower Patch
The patch commemorating New York’s
Cornell Hill Fire
Tower and Camp
Saratoga (Spring 2011
issue) is stil l
available.  The 3-1/2”
x 4” patch may be
ordered from “FFLA-
Gary Weber”, $10.00
each (includes s/h).

FFLA Brochures
The bright
o r a n g e -
colored FFLA
membership
rec ru i tment
brochures are
still available.
The six-panel
t r i - f o l d
brochures are
available to
anyone with
access to lookouts or other places to make
them available to prospective new
members.  Contact Gary Weber or your
chapter director to arrange for a supply.

LOOKOUT NETWORK CD
The entire collection of LOOKOUT

NETWORK issues is now available on
CD.  Each issue, beginning with Vol.1,
No.1, has been scanned and saved as a
.pdf file.  An index is also included to
easily search for past articles.  As a
bonus, a variety of local/regional editions
produced prior to the advent of central
printing/mailing are also included!
$20.00 each, includes shipping/handling

FFLA CAN COOLERS
Keep your drinks colder longer
while displaying the FFLA logo!

The crisp white
FFLA logo outline
stands out on two sides
of the royal blue foam
can cooler. The coolers
are made of
polyurethane foam with
a no-slip grip.
2 for $5.00 + $2.00 s/h

FFLA PINS
and PATCHES
New larger size pins!

New FFLA logo lapel pins are now
in stock!  The new larger sized pins (right)
measure 1 inch across (3/4” per side).

M u l t i - c o l o r e d
embroidered FFLA logo
patches (lower left), measuring
2-1/2 inches per side (3-1/2”
across), are also available.

The pins and patches
are $5.00 each, including
shipping/handling.

Order all items on this page from:
FFLA - Gary Weber

2590 W Versailles Dr
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815
fflatreas@gmail.com

Make Checks Payable to FFLA or
Pay through PayPal

(https://www.paypal.com/)

Payable to fflatreas@gmail.com
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Les Joslin Books
UNCLE SAM'S CABINS, A Visitor's Guide
to Historic U.S. Forest Service Ranger
Stations of the West  by Les Joslin.  Revised
and enlarged edition of Uncle Sam's Cabins.  The
original edition, long sold out, contained the
stories of 75 historic ranger and guard stations.
This new, revised, enlarged edition has 92
(including the one that's served its purpose at
three locations since 1933 and inspired this book).
The 333 pages include 260 historic and current
photographs and eight maps.  $20.00 (includes
s/h) from Wilderness Associates, P.O. Box 5822,
Bend, Oregon 97708, 541-330-0331,
www.wildernessheritage.com.
Other books by FFLA member Les Joslin are also
available from Wilderness Associates: TOIYABE
PATROL: Five U.S. Forest Service
Summers East of the High Sierra in the
1960s, $14.95 (s/h included),  RANGER
TRAILS: The Life and Times of a Pioneer
U.S. Forest Service Ranger in the West
on the La Sal, Santa Barbara, Cache, and
Deschutes National Forests, 1907-1913
by John Riis, prologue/epilogue by Les Joslin,
$15.00 (s/h included), WALT PERRY: An
Early-Day Forest Ranger in New Mexico
and Oregon by Walt Perry, edited by Les Joslin,
$20.00 (s/h included).

Marty Podskoch Books
ADIRONDACK 102 CLUB, Your Passport
& Guide to the North Country  by Martin
Podskoch.  An attempt to get people to visit and
get to know all the 102 towns and villages in the
Adirondacks.  Autographed copy, $20 + $3 s/h, info
at www.adirondack102club.com.
Other books by former FFLA NY Director Marty
Podskoch are featured on another of his websites,
www.adirondackstories.com/: ADIRONDACK
CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS
CAMPS: Their History, Memories and
Legacy,  $20.00, ADIRONDACK STORIES,
Historical Sketches $18.95, ADIRONDACK
STORIES II, 101 More Historical Sketches
$18.95, ADIRONDACK FIRE TOWERS, Their
History and Lore, The Northern Districts
$20.00, ADIRONDACK FIRE TOWERS, Their
History and Lore, The Southern Districts
$20.00, FIRE TOWERS OF THE CATSKILLS,
Their History and Lore  (reprint with new cover
design) $20.00.  Add $3.00 s/h (for 1 or more
books).  Send check or money order to: Podskoch
Press, 43 O’Neill Lane, East Hampton, CT 06424,
860-267-2442.
MORTON PEAK by Jack Dietz.  Novel set at
Morton Peak Lookout in the San Bernardino NF.
Available from bookstores.  ISBN: 1441511938
FIRE WATCH, A Summer to be
Remembered by Ham Rideout.  The “Summer
of 42” on two Wenatchee NF lookouts.  $15.25 +
$3.00 shipping, online at: www.steilacoom.net/
rideout/.
HOW TO RENT A FIRE LOOKOUT IN THE
PACIFIC NORTHWEST (2nd Edition, 2005) by
Tish McFadden and Tom Foley.  Available in
bookstores.  ISBN: 0899973841
FIRE TOWER by Jack Kestner (republished in
2007) online at www.clinchmountainpress.net
FIRE SEASON: Field Notes from a
Wilderness Lookout  by Philip Connors,
Available from bookstores.  ISBN: 0061859362

Books
FIRE LOOKOUTS OF THE NORTHWEST
Lookout Inventory - Revised 2015  by Ray
Kresek.  Nearly 500 of the 3,344 lookout sites in
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Montana are
updated with the latest status compiled in this 86-
page book that complements Fire Lookouts of
the Northwest.  Proceeds go to the non-profit
Fire Lookout Museum.  $20.00 check or money
order to: Fire Lookout Museum, 123 W. Westview,
Spokane, WA 99218, 509-466-9171,
rkresek@comcast.net, www.firelookouts.com.
FIRE LOOKOUTS OF THE NORTHWEST,
Third Edition  by Ray Kresek,   Check for
Availability from Fire Lookout Museum.
FOUR-ELEVEN!  Pulaskis, Planes &
Forest Fires by Rich Faletto.  Four summers
around Lake Chelan on Washington’s Wenatchee
NF in the early 1960s.  Available from bookstores.
ISBN: 1452892903
A VIEW FROM THE TOP: Maryland’s Fire
Towers by Barbara M. Garner, Descriptions of
all of Maryland's fire towers - 46 locations.
Dozens of maps and photos.  $16.95 + $4.00 s/h
from Barbara Garner, 608 Norhurst Way,
Baltimore, Maryland 21228, 410-788-3767.
BETWEEN LAND & SKY: A Fire Lookout
Story by Dixie Boyle.  Former FFLA director’s
experiences from twenty years as a fire  lookout.
Available from bookstores.  ISBN: 1432704397
BETWEEN FOREST AND SKY: A Fire
Tower Journal by Sharon Stratton.  A fire tower
journal of several seasons in northern Alberta.
Available from bookstores. ISBN: 1894974166
STANDING WATCH: The Fire Towers of
Arizona by Eileen Moore.  Features the state’s
eighty-one fire towers and cabins and includes
115 photos.  $13.99 plus $3.00 s/h from
www.mortenmoorepublishing.com.
CLIMBING THE LADDER LESS
TRAVELED, Adventures, Insights and
Life Journeys by Joe Bill.  $15.00 (includes s/
h) from Mountain Forest Publishing, 12240 N.
Barrel Cactus Way, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268
BUCKSKIN LARCH AND BEDROCK by
Mike Hiler.  Collection of poems and passages
from the Central Washington Cascades.  Available
from bookstores.  ISBN: 1453844074
HIGH-MOUNTAIN TWO-MANNER by Frank
Fowler - A Montana smokejumper’s memoir based
on letters home to his mother.  Available from
bookstores.  ISBN: 1599269570
LOOKOUTS IN THE SOUTHWESTERN
REGION  is available online:  http://
ir.library.oregonstate.edu/jspui/handle/
1957/9577.
FINDING FIRE: A Personal History of Fire
Lookouts in Lane County, Oregon by Doug
Newman.  From bookstores - ISBN: 0964843439
or www.lanecountyhistoricalsociety.org/
FIRE LOOKOUT HIKES IN THE
CANADIAN ROCKIES, Second Edition by
Mike Potter, $24.95 (US) includes s/h, to
Luminous Compositions, 2815 Lionel Cres SW,
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T3E 6B1.  e-mail:
luminouscompositions@shaw.ca.  Also
available from bookstores.  ISBN: 0969443854
EYES OF THE FOREST by Vivian Demuth
Novel set in the boreal forests of Canada.   ISBN:
9780968562352.   Available from bookstores.
FIRE WATCHER by Vivian Demuth
Collection of poems written at a Canadian fire tower.
Available from bookstores. ISBN: 1550716964

I REMEMBER WHEN: The Untold Story
of Helen Ellett by Randy Kneer, The story of
the courageous Dickinson Hill Observer in
Grafton, New York.  $9.95 + $2.00 shipping/
handling from: Podskoch Press, 43 O’Neill Lane,
East Hampton, CT 06424, 860-267-2442.
HIKING NORTH CAROLINA’S LOOKOUT
TOWERS by Peter Barr.  Guidebook to the
lookout towers in western North Carolina.
peterontheat.com/hiking-north-carolinas-
lookout-towers/, $15.00 (includes s/h), or email
Peter at pjbarr@gmail.com.  ISBN:  0895873567
NORTHWEST MONTANA FIRE
LOOKOUTS: A Hiking Guide  by Steve Rains
Hiking guide to 30 lookouts includes trailhead
directions, route statistics, and photos.  Available
from bookstores.  ISBN: 0988948001
BLACK HILLS NATIONAL FOREST,
Harney Peak and the Historic Fire
Lookout Towers  (Images of America Series)
by Jan Cerney and Roberta Sago, Over 200
images of Black Hills lookouts. Available from
bookstores.  ISBN: 0738583707
GUARDING DINOSAUR by Jean Burt
Polhamus.  The 1953 adventures of a young
couple serving as fire lookouts on Round Top in
Dinosaur National Monument.  Available at
www.lulu.com.
THIS IS OUR FOREST: A Collection of
Stories from a Lookout-Smokechaser
Who Worked in the Bitterroot Mountains
of Montana and Idaho   by Harold E. Coffman
$11.95 + $2.95 shipping/handling from: HalMar
Publications, 10453 W Highwood Ln, Sun City,
AZ 85373-1947.  ISBN: 0971554005
LONELY ON THE MOUNTAIN: A Skier’s
Memoir by George M. Henderson, Memoir of
growing up in Montana and Idaho logging camps,
as an Oregon lookout and smokechaser, and as
a pioneer in the development of skiing on Mount
Hood.  $23.00 + $3.00 s/h, from Donna
Henderson, 14050 Maxfield Creek Rd.,
Monmouth, OR 97361, dnnhndrsn@gmail.com.
Also available at the Government Camp (OR)
General Store, or bookstores.  ISBN: 1412082331
MOUNTAINS OF MEMORY: A Fire
Lookout’s Life in the River of No Return
Wilderness by Don Scheese.  Available from
www.uiowapress.org/ or from bookstores.
ISBN: 0877457840
LOOKING OUT FOR OUR FORESTS, the
Evolution of a Plan to Protect New
Hampshire's Woodlands from Fire by Iris
W. Baird, $20.00 + $2.00 shipping   from:  Iris W.
Baird, 11 Richardson Street, Lancaster, NH 03584
A FIELD GUIDE TO NEW HAMPSHIRE
FIRETOWERS, second revised edition by
Chris Haartz and Iris W. Baird,
$5.00 + $1.50 shipping (same address as above).
FROM YORK TO THE ALLAGASH, Forest
Fire Lookouts of Maine by David N. Hilton.
Limited number of copies still available at
www.firewackerworld.sellorfind.com/store/
products/, or at bookstores.  ISBN: 1890454044
THE FIRE OBSERVATION TOWERS OF
NEW YORK STATE, Survivors That Still
Stand Guard by Paul Laskey  Available in
bookstores.  ISBN: 0974620408
FISH CREEK: A Western Adventure by
Robert Lodder - Working on Fish Creek Lookout,
near Grangeville, Idaho in 1960 and 1961.
Available from bookstores.  ISBN: 1420861301
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SMOKECHASER (Third Edition)
 by Warren Yahr (FFLA Member)

New pictures and two chapters added to the
original 1995 edition, telling the story of a
Wisconsin teenager’s lookout experiences
during the 1940s on the remote Bungalow
Ranger District of Idaho’s Clearwater NF.
Available thru www.Amazon.com and other
bookstores.  ISBN: 1467595225

FIRE LOOKOUTS OF GLACIER
NATIONAL PARK

 (Images of America Series)
 by David R. Butler (FFLA Member)

The story of the rise and fall of the extensive
lookout network that protected Glacier National
Park, including those still operating today.
ISBN: 1467131148.   Available from
www.Amazon.com.

BAKER BUTTE JOURNAL 2010
Plus Some Pretty Good Recipes

 by Shirley Payne (FFLA Member)
Journal of the 2010 summer at Baker Butte
Lookout in Arizona’s Coconino NF watching
for forest fires, with 99 recipes.  $20.00 + $5.00
s/h (for one or more books); ordering
information at www.berryqueenpress.com/

THE ENCHANTMENT OF NEW
MEXICO: Local Stories of the Land &
People  by Dixie Boyle  Stories include a
section on the fire lookouts of the Cibola
National Forest and more.  Available from
www.Amazon.com.  ISBN: 1499129297

DVD
THERAPY

Life at Tope Creek Lookout
Therapy is a documentary created

by Tope Creek Lookout owner, renovator,
and savior, Brian Wizard. Time: 2:56.

It follows his life at Tope Creek
Lookout for the first ten years after he
purchased it in 1991. You see him make
the rundown, shot
up, abandoned
property into a
beautiful park-like
setting. You see
Brian making art,
playing music,
plowing snow, as
well as spotting,
calling in, and
putting out forest fires. He lives the dream!

The unabridged video contains a
few seconds of naked man scenes,
including peeing over the edge of a 103-
foot tall tower from a man’s point of view.

There is also an abridged edition
without the fun bits (no naked man).

Visit www.brianwizard.com to
order; look under Store Menu for Therapy
DVD. Purchase item securely through
Paypal, specify original or abridged
version.  $20, plus s/h.

For the first time a comprehensive
history of more than forty of the isolated
airstrips in the backcountry of west central
Idaho and eastern
Oregon has been
compiled, detailing
the construction
and historical
events of each.
Combined with the
history of each
individual location
are interesting stories related to
homesteaders, ranchers, runway owners,
hunters, river rafters, jet boaters, hikers,
pilots, and airplanes. Maps and over
250photographs are included.  $29.95 +
$6.00 shipping from Cold Mountain
Press, c/o Richard Holm Jr., P.O. Box 294,
McCall, ID 83638 or online at
www.coldmountainpress.com.

Other books by Holm, available at Cold
Mountain Press, are the first volume, BOUND
FOR THE BACKCOUNTRY, A History of
Idaho's Remote Airstrips, a
comprehensive history of nearly one hundred
of Idaho’s isolated airstrips, with 560 pages
and over 1,000 photos.  $59.95 + $6.00
shipping, and POINTS OF PROMINENCE,
Fire Lookouts of the Payette National
Forest, $16.00 + $3.50 shipping.

More Books
A HOME IN THE WOODS

Montana's Westside Ranger Stations
 by Vicky MacLean

The second of two volumes covers the history
of Forest Service ranger stations west of the
Continental Divide on the Kootenai, Flathead,
Lolo, and Bitterroot National Forests. These
facilities range from small backcountry guard
stations in the Bob Marshall Wilderness to
extensive facilities such as the Spotted Bear
Ranger Station, with housing for staff as well
as seasonal crews. This book provides
information about the facilities and will help
preserve information that all too often gets
thrown out during office cleanup days.
Available from www.Amazon.com. ISBN:
1503164454

Others by Vicky MacLean are the
companion book, HOME ON THE
RANGE, Montana's Eastside Ranger
Stations  Available from bookstores. ISBN:

1494367041, and The HELENA NATIONAL
FOREST, The Early Days  Helena NF History
includes an entire chapter on lookouts.  $16.95 from
the Montana Discovery Foundation, 406-495-3711.

FIRE IN THE FOREST
 Forest Service Fire Fighters
 by Philip G. Smith (FFLA Member)

Synopsis of fire incidents, events, and
training in Arizona and California in the early
1970's, a time of not always being politically
correct.  Available from www.Amazon.com.
ISBN: 1492887013

New Books!
 WALKING ON TREES

Views from the Back Country
by Russell Drew Hanbey

Third Place Books, 2014, paperback, 152
pp. ISBN: 0991494008

This is a collective of stories, essays
and previously
published articles
that detail the
author's working
journey through the
wild lands of the
North Cascades of
Washington and
beyond.  The
entries sketch out a
seasonal life spent
with the Forest
Service and the Student Conservation
Association practicing a variety of jobs in
remote locations, including fire lookout,
smoke chaser and wilderness ranger.   He
was an ongoing caretaker for Green
Mountain Lookout throughout the 90's.

Available from www.Amazon.com
or www.thirdplacebooks.com.

BLUE RIDGE FIRE TOWERS
by Robert Sorrell (FFLA Member)

Arcadia Publishing, 2015, paperback, 144
pp. ISBN: 1626198179

Fire lookout towers have graced the
highest peaks in the Blue Ridge
Mountains for more than a century. Early

mountaineers and
conservat ionists
began constructing
lookouts during the
late 1800s. By the
1930s, states and
the federal
government had
built thousands of
towers around the
country, many in
the Blue Ridge.

While technology allowed forest agencies
to use other means for detection of fires,
many towers still stand as a testament to
their significance. Author Robert Sorrell
details the fascinating history of the
lookouts in the Blue Ridge forests.

Available from  www.Amazon.com.

BOUND FOR THE
BACKCOUNTRY II

A History of Airstrips in the
Wallowas, Hells Canyon, and the

Lower Salmon River
 by Richard H. Holm Jr. (FFLA Member)
Cold Mountain Press, 2015, paperback,
251 pp. ISBN: 0692305068

“This is the life you
could be living”
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CA- Bill Ulmer
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CA- Bill Luedeke
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CO/ Kent Argow
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ID(N) Gary Weber
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PO Box 649
Challis, ID 83226
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johnjrose@fs.fed.us

IN Teena Ligman
648 Vinegar Hill Road
Bedford, IN 47421
(812) 279-5547
tdligman@att.net

KY Danny Blevins
8330 US 60 East
Morehead, KY 40351
(606) 784-3869
route377@yahoo.com

LA Bobby Sebastian
8620 Ridgemont Dr
Pineville, LA 71360
(318) 640-0080
bastbseb@suddenlink.net

MA- Henry Isenberg
RI- PO Box 6
CT Millville, MA 01529
(So. (508) 883-9475
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ME Bill Cobb
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NH Chris Haartz
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NJ Ray Grimes, Jr.
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Bob Wolff
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PO Box 93
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Australia
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Area Representatives:
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AK John Sandor
PO Box 21135
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GA-  Mike Finch, Jr.
SC (see Dep-Ch. S)
HI Ray Kresek

123 W. Westview
Spokane, WA 99218
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rkresek@comcast.net

KS- Joe Hartman
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(620) 697-2254
ljhartman@elkhart.com

MI John A. Miller
9187 Valetta Drive
Temperance, MI 48182
(734) 657-8828
John@Michiganfiretowers.com

MS M. T. Parker
511 Noel St
Wiggins, MS 39577
(601) 928-7729

MO Jim Lyon
1955 Windy Hill Road
Kirkwood, MO 63122
(314) 965-4511
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SD Vacant

TX Ralph Harp
3331 Three Pines Drive
Kingwood, TX 77339
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rpharp@hotmail.com

WV Robert Beanblossom
107 Savilla Lane
Charleston, WV 25312
(304) 389-5041
Robert.L.Beanblossom@wv.gov

WI Tom Baer
89 Forest Dr
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545
(608) 774-0392
Tomrbaer@aol.com

Questions??
FFLA Answerman:

answerman@firelookout.org

NM Mark Gutzman
603 Sundown Ave
Alamogordo, NM, 88310
(575) 434-7276
mark.gutzman@gmail.com

NY Laurie Rankin
8 Wallkill Ave
Tillson, NY 124869
(845) 926-2182
laurierankin@hvc.rr.com

NC Peter Barr
35 Mountain Site Lane
Asheville, NC 28803
(704) 941-9296
pjbarr@gmail.com

OH David White
2049 Rainbow Dr NE
Lancaster, OH 43130
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dwhite2311@yahoo.com

OR Howard Verschoor
(see Dep-Ch. W)

PA Steve Kidd
698 Shermans Valley Rd
New Bloomfield, PA 17068
(717) 275-5725
steve@perennialgardens.name

S.E. Ron Stafford
US (see Historian)
TN Ed Holt

PO Box 367
Etowah, TN 37331
(423) 263-7528
Edholt1@bellsouth.net

VT Peter Hayes
24 Heritage D
West Dover, VT  05356
(802) 464-3169
haystk@localnet.com

VA Krissy Reynolds
717 Raymond Ave
Roanoke, VA  24012
(540) 309-0244
kscholetzky4286@hotmail.com

WA- Rod Fosback
(E.) PO Box 47

Colville, WA 99114
(509) 684-5478
rodfosback@centurylink.net

WA- Forrest Clark
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Snohomish, WA 98290
(425) 478-3426
woodmanfor@gmail.com

WY Vacant

Canada:
ALB Cory Rhett

5020-52 Ave.
Whitecourt, AB T7S 1N2
(780) 778-7167
Cory.Rhett@gov.ab.ca
Robert Young
RR 5 Site 7 Box 7
Tofield, AB  T0B 4J0
(780) 662-2840
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www.ffla.org
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